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新規会員・寄付者ご芳名は、
個人情報保護のため
掲載しておりません。
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Meet 12th PHD Trainees

Arriving to Osaka at the end of last April, the eager 12th
term PHD trainees will continue their training, until the next
March, experiencing a bit of 'foreign' day to day life here in
Japan.

This year PHD have invited 3, year-long trainees and several
other short term trainees.

Here are words from our year-long trainees.

Luke Suifasia

(Solomon Islands, male) training subject:agriculture

"My, how busy and time pressed Japanese farming is!" Com-
ments Luke Suifasia 22, our first trainee from Solomon Islands.
Weaving his way through the busy schedule, Luke is learning
about organic farming method(including rice planting and veg-
etable cropping ) incorporating husbandry system which is be-
lieved to be ecologically sound and sustainable. His busy train-
ing also includes learning about humus and compost making
along with honey making.

Now, wouldn't you feel like giving him a nice pat on the
back? (Yayoi Fujita)

Radhiaelita

(Indonesia, female) training subject:primary health care

Radhiaelita 22, mainly studies primary health care with
considerations of women's participation for better life, and also

learns organizing women's sewing and embroidery groups that
helps generate additional income, until today, she has been

LETTER
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training at the health centers, attending nutritional seminars

—

PEACE-HEALTH & HUMAN DEVELOPMENT

and learning about ways to practically apply the know-hows of
health management at her local village.  She has shown pro-
found understanding in basic nutrition. In particular, she has
pointed out the importance of keeping the newborn baby's
record of growth by measuring the baby's weight and height

regularly. (Miki Yanagiguchi)

Tun Tun
(Burma, male) training subject:agriculture

Tun Tun 22, has been more active since the practical train-
ing begun. With his newly learned Japanese, he is eager to ask
many questions as possible. Originally, he had planned to
learn about poultry farming. However, he is now realizing that
poultry farming itself is a part of sustainable and ecological
organic farming method. Tun tun is now learning not only
about poultry farming but other husbandry farming systems,
comparing their essences.

His opinion after the first training is ; "Although Japanesc
agricultural techniques are advanced, there seems to be some
negative aspects to this advancement as well. What had been
wonderful was that the kindness of the farmers are the same
across the border. " (Hiroe Kakuhari)

A Note from PHD Working Groups:"SODI"

"SODI" is one of the PHD's active working group linked

with a group of women in Karen (one of the hilltribes) village of
Musikee located in Northern Thailand, close to the Burmese

border. Returning to the village, a former PHD trainee during
1985-86, Preecha Mualchan has been advising and organizing
the villagefarmers to cooperatively seek a way to improve their
livelihood. While Preecha devoted his days as a teacher of a
primary and secondary school in the village, and as a commu-
nity advisor, his wife Chantana had came up with an idea to
organize a group of women in the community who used to
weave cloths in their daily lives. About forty women in the
community had gathered together to weave some extra supplies
of traditional cloths using natural dye, with the hope of selling
them at the local market for a means of small income genera-
tion.

Since the local demand for the hand-woven all natural cloth
had been scarce, the group decided to contact PHD in an effort to
find an adequate market for the cloths. In 1989, PHD study tour
participants to Musikee had brought back several hand-woven
cloths made by the group and thus begun the exchange between
the group and a PHD support group which was named SODI
meaning an egg in Karen with the hope that someday a fruitful
result may be attained. The fundamental objectives of women's
group are; efficient usage of time and effort of female villagers
during the period of off-farming, generating additional income
to improve the standard of living, enhancing creative job oppor-
tunities for the village women, promoting cooperative decision
making, preserving traditional heritage and culture through

weaving.
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